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MaskedStretch

The MaskedStretch process by Carlos Milovic and Juan Conejero is a new imple-
mentation of an earlier script (Sonnenstein, Serrano, del Pozo). MaskedStretch
(MS) is designed to automatically stretch the all-important midtones of astro-
images while preventing saturation of highlights. This is accomplished by apply-
ing a series of weak stretches iteratively, masking the image successively with the
result of the previous iteration. As the stretching begins, the masks are weak so
the stretching boosts the image globally. Once the image reaches a reasonably
bright level however, the masks become stronger to selectively protect bright
structures (Fig. 13.6).

This is accomplished by applying a series of weak stretches iteratively, masking the image
successively with the result of the previous iteration. As the stretching begins, the masks are
weak so the stretching boosts the image globally. Once the image reaches a reasonably
bright level however, the masks become stronger to selectively protect bright structures.
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